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discimus,’’ or ‘‘Not for school but for life we 
learn.’’ Clara Spence preached virtue and care 
to her students and children around her to in-
spire them to grow up and affect change. Her 
care and careful planning still live in the ac-
tions of the school to this day. That is why the 
school’s mission statement aims for a ‘‘lifelong 
transformation of self and the world with pur-
pose, passion and perspective.’’ 

During its 125 years, The Spence School 
developed a reputation for excellence in edu-
cation. It has shown a commitment to helping 
all women by continually educating those of 
diverse backgrounds. The school’s commit-
ment to helping women of all backgrounds can 
be seen in both the 5 million dollar tuition as-
sistance it annually gives, which allows for 
20% of the student body to receive aid, as 
well as its many partnerships with non-profit 
organizations to recruit girls from all over New 
York City. 

Over the years, The Spence School has be-
come an intrinsic part of the Upper East Side 
community in New York City. Many local par-
ents, including me, have had their daughters 
educated at this top institution. We have seen 
amazing success from the students of 
Spence, including frequent admission to top 
universities such as the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Georgetown University, Northwestern 
University, the University of Chicago and 
many more. 

As a former educator, I understand just how 
far a strong education can go to help young 
women succeed and grow. The National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics reports that women 
made up 57% of college students in 2013. 
This is thanks to the work of passionate edu-
cators and schools such as The Spence 
School, which are working to give women the 
equal chance in life that Clara Spence sought 
after for her first class of girls more than a 
century ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in recognizing the amazing 
contributions to academic and civil life that 
The Spence School provides to the young 
girls of the Greater New York City area on its 
125th anniversary. 
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life and service of Officer Reginald ‘‘Jake’’ 
Gutierrez of the Tacoma Police Department, 
who was killed in the line of duty on Wednes-
day, November 30, 2016. My heart goes out 
to Jake’s fiancee, children, and grandchild, 
who lost him in service to his community and 
his country. This is a tragedy. 

Officer Gutierrez lost his life in a senseless 
act of violence. Those who witnessed the 
shooting of Officer Gutierrez stated that his 
sacrifice saved the lives of those around him. 
His last action was to shout a warning to 
those in and around the house—his partner, 
the suspect’s family, and their landlord—to 
leave the house to safety. His final moments 
are a testament to his selflessness, his brav-
ery, and his commitment to helping others. 

Mr. Speaker, Jake was a well-respected 
member of the Tacoma Police Department. A 

resident of Kitsap County, he had served on 
the Tacoma force for 17 years. Officer Gutier-
rez was a 45-year-old father of three, a grand-
father of one, and was engaged to be married. 
These dreams have been cut short by his 
death, and remind us that life is precious and 
uncertain. 

Fellow officers and residents of Tacoma re-
member him for his quick wit and his easy- 
going manner. They point to the fact that he 
always had a smile on his face, and cared 
about the community he served. Leaders in 
the neighborhood in which he was killed have 
remarked on the stand-up character of Officer 
Gutierrez. He was truly a hero. 

Mr. Speaker, Officer Jake Gutierrez was a 
person who, like so many in the law enforce-
ment community, put service above self. 

I join with those who gather in remembrance 
of this fine man. Jake gave the ultimate sac-
rifice as a public servant and protector of our 
community’s safety. I am honored and hum-
bled to recognize him today in the United 
States Congress. 
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the York 
Theatre Company as they celebrate the inau-
guration of their new theatre seats. Founded 
by Janet Hayes Walker in 1969, the York The-
atre Company produces nearly 200 musical 
theatre performances each year, reaching 
over 37,000 patrons. The York Theatre is an 
incredible company that makes musical the-
atre accessible to New Yorkers of all ages and 
backgrounds. 

The unique mission of the York Theatre 
Company is two-fold as it aspires to produce 
new musical works, as well as rediscover 
musicals of the past. The York Theatre hosts 
several programs and activities that encourage 
musical theatre students to engage in Off- 
Broadway productions, greatly impacting the 
Off-Broadway scene. With programs such as 
the Mainstage Series, Musicals in Mufti Se-
ries, Developmental Reading Series, intern-
ship offerings, and a volunteer program, the 
York Theatre has made its mark on New York 
City’s vibrant theatre community. 

Since 2015, the York Theatre Company has 
offered its Musical Theatre Training Program 
that brings together working professionals and 
dedicated theatre students. This program of-
fers training in singing, acting, and move-
ments, as well as master classes with New 
York’s top theatre artists. The York Theatre’s 
intensive sessions are offered to students from 
middle school to college. Many of these 
intensives offer students an opportunity to per-
form on the York Theatre’s Off-Broadway 
stage at the conclusion of the program. 

In the fall of 2014, the York Theatre cele-
brated its 100th Musical in Mufti with the pro-
duction of Stephen Sondheim’s Saturday 
Night. The York Theatre’s Musical in Mufti en-
sures that lesser known musicals of the past 
are performed and brought into new light for 
the enjoyment of modern audiences. 

The York Theatre was able to expand its 
seating capacity thanks to more than 100 gen-

erous supporters, as well as the $112,000 
grant issued by Sei Young Kim of New York 
City’s Department of Cultural Affairs. Because 
of this expanded seating section, the theatre 
will be better able to reach its goal of pro-
viding free and low-cost performances to its 
audiences. With the ribbon cutting celebrating 
the company’s new theatre seats, the York 
Theatre’s patronage will expand to even 
broader audiences of New York theatregoers. 

Off-Broadway theatre has played a pivotal 
role in making New York City the theatre cap-
itol of the world. In its 47th year of produc-
tions, the York Theatre Company has had a 
substantial impact on this great city’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to rise in 
recognition of the York Theatre Company, a 
principal in shaping New York City’s theatre 
culture, as they celebrate the inauguration of 
their new theatre seats. 
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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the public service of 
Linda Colon, National President of the Jewish 
War Veterans Auxiliary, and her upcoming 
visit to the organization’s chapter in my home 
state of Florida. 

Linda has spent her career dedicated to im-
proving the lives of our nation’s hospitalized 
veterans. She served at the VA Hospital and 
the Naval Hospital at Camp Pendleton, and 
where she boosted morale among patients 
and their families. For her admirable efforts, 
she has been the recipient of numerous 
awards from U.S. presidents, admirals, and 
naval hospital commanders. 

In honor of her service with one of the old-
est veterans’ organizations in the country, I 
am pleased to recognize Linda Colon and wel-
come her to Florida. 
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HONORING SENATOR BARBARA 
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HER RETIREMENT 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 23, 2016 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
congratulate Senator BARBARA BOXER on her 
retirement after 34 years in Congress. Her 
dedication to her constituents and her legisla-
tive achievements are an inspiration. The lives 
of her constituents are better because of her 
hard work and public service on their behalf. 
I am honored to call her my friend, mentor, 
and constituent. She is a fearless trailblazer, 
and I want to recognize her lifelong advocacy 
for Californians and all Americans. 

Senator BOXER’s time in public office began 
in 1976, when she was elected to the Marin 
County Board of Supervisors, where she later 
became the Board’s first woman president. 
After serving for six years, she was elected to 
the United States House of Representatives to 
serve California’s 6th Congressional District. 
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